of recent date, only of the last fifteen years; and the results are as yet scanty and to be received with caution. Hence in this short paper I intend chiefly to indicate the light which Sectional Anatomy is fitted to throw on the Mechanism of Labour, and to refer to questions which it has raised without as yet answering them.
In indicating the lines along which Sectional Anatomy must advance to gain the information hitherto wanting, I would first draw attention to the point that the sections hitherto published have been mostly vertical mesial, and hence only give us the relations in the middle plane of the body. The few facts with regard to the cervical canal, the displacement of the upper portion of the bladder, and the utero-vesical peritoneum, and the extent to which the bony pelvis is encroached on in the conjugate diameters, are of great value (see Plate); but much more is wanted. To get the desired information as to the mechanism, sections must be made cutting the pelvis in those diameters and planes which are concerned in the Mechanism of Labour. Sections from above downwards in the transverse diameter and axis of the brim, and in the oblique diameters and axis of the brim, would be invaluable; and cross sections in the various planes should also be made. Veit has recently published some cross sections of the pelvis in the non-pregnant female; but to get the required data, these must also be made for cases in labour, because the distribution of the cellular tissue is different in pregnancy, and some parts will yield more than others before the child's head. Such sections, when made in that diameter in which the head is for the time lying, will show its shape, for the head will be bisected so that we can measure it: e.g., the most 4. The Mechanism of Labour. This is usually analysed into four movements: flexion, internal rotation, extension, and external rotation. The last two occur in the act of and after the birth of the head, and are therefore visible. The first two take place in the pelvis, and can be observed only with the hand. Any one who has tried, with finger on the posterior fontanelle, to follow the mechanism of labour throughout, will know how difficult it is to judge in that way of the movement of flexion. We analyse the progress of the child's head through the pelvis into movements as we may the progress of a ship through the water. The head flexes and extends as a ship pitches, it rotates as a ship rolls, it descends as a ship moves forwards; to follow the occiput in its course is as hard as to follow that of a ship's bow through the sea. Sectional Anatomy will, however, catch the head " in the act," and give us facts instead of fancies. I have put side by side the sections from before labour and the second stage, so that we may study the foetus especially in them (see Plate), and would draw attention to the following points:? In Braune's section, the head has descended until its vertex has reached a point 42 in. below the brim, and is lying in part in the vagina. I mention this point emphatically, because some one may say the membranes have not ruptured, and therefore labour is still only in the First Stage. The portion of the head which is engaging is a plane parallel to a line joining the supraorbital ridge and the top of the ear; and if we look at the drawing of the child removed from the body, the part which is highest (and would be lowest or " present" in labour) is a point in.
above the posterior fontanelle, i.e., the fontanelle would need to dip 1| in. lower to become the lowest or presenting part of the head. Both of these facts show that flexion is only partial here.
In Chiari's, the head has descended to the perineum, the vertex being 4'9 inches below the brim. It is lying in the transverse diameter of the pelvis, with the occiput to the left side. This points to its having been probably a left occipito-anterior position (for a left occipito-posterior is extremely rare), which has descended through the pelvis in the transverse diameter without rotation of the head. 
